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      July 10, 2020 
 
 
 
The Honorable Larry Hogan 
Governor, State of Maryland 
100 State Circle 
Annapolis, MD 21401-1925                     RE: COVID-19 Pandemic & 2020 Presidential General Election 
 
Dear Governor Hogan: 
 
On behalf of the members of the Prince George’s County Democratic Central Committee, as well as 
the 909,327 Prince George’s County residents, I am writing to express concern regarding your 
directive to the State Board of Elections that amid the COVID-19 pandemic, ALL early voting centers 
and polling locations must be open and fully staffed on Election Day – November 3, 2020. 
 
As you are well aware, COVID-19 is a respiratory disease that is transmitted human-to-human via 
respiratory droplets. When an infected person coughs, sneezes, or talks, their droplets can land in the 
mouth or nose – or be inhaled into the lungs – of people who are nearby. In addition, some people 
without symptoms may spread the virus unknowingly.  
 
While the prevention tips established by the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) are well intended – 
e.g., social distancing, face coverings, frequent hand washing, etc. – data reveals that absent self-
discipline and universal compliance by all Americans, COVID-19 continues to run rampant throughout 
the United States with 3,131,953 confirmed cases and 133,420 confirmed deaths. COVID-19 statistics 
for Maryland are alarming as well; with 71,910 confirmed cases and 3,174 confirmed deaths as of this 
date.  
 
According to the CDC, the best way to prevent illness is to avoid being exposed to COVID-19. I am 
the first to admit that while I am not credentialed and learned on infectious diseases; I am thankful to 
God for blessing me with a good measure of common sense. I fear that because of your directive, the 
State of Maryland could unknowingly become a petri dish for the Coronavirus to grow and fester 
even further out of control; as is currently happening in Florida, New York, California, Arizona, and 
Texas. It is for this very reason, along with the statistics noted above, that I ask with all due respect 
and humility that you reconsider your directive and give some credence to the following 
recommendations: 
 

 Instead of requiring voters to “request” an absentee ballot, just send the actual ballot to all eligible 
voters to begin with. By doing so, a 2-step process would be narrowed down to a 1-step process; 
thus eliminating the perception of voter suppression.  

 Consider modifying your “enhanced voting options” to vote-by-mail with as many early voting and 
in-person voting locations as SAFETY will allow.  
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 There are 275 polling places in Prince George’s County. Instead of having them fully staffed on 
Election Day, use them all as “official” drop-off locations, beginning with Early Voting through 
General Election Day.  

 
I recognize the commitment of the Hogan Administration to pledge staffing and PPE support for Early 
Voting Centers and polling places throughout the state. Unfortunately, I feel this gesture would be a 
very tall order to fill given the fact that there are 275 polling places in Prince George’s County alone 
and we are just 1 county out of 23, plus Baltimore City, that make up the State of Maryland. I am 
curious as to how the allocation of staff and PPE support would be made throughout the state. 
  
I know from first-hand experience that many poll workers, staffers, election judges, etc., who 
traditionally work elections are our seniors and retirees; older adults, and people with underlying 
health conditions who are vulnerable to serious illness from COVID-19.  With the uncertainty of 
COVID-19, I fear for the safety and well-being of all Marylanders who may be required to participate 
in a state-wide, in-person General Election. 
 
In closing, I want you to know that I am very concerned about the State of Maryland being afflicted 
with a spike of new COVID-19 cases and deaths as a result of your decision. I implore you, with all due 
respect, to reconsider your decision to ensure that the health and well-being of all Marylanders is in 
fact your No. 1 priority.  
 
      Sincerely, 
 
 

      Cheryl Summers Landis 

      Cheryl Summers-Landis 
      Chairwoman 
      Prince George’s County Democratic Central Committee 
 
 
cc: Members, Prince George’s County Democratic Central Committee 
 Prince George’s County Senate Delegation 
 Prince George’s County House Delegation 
 Prince George’s County Executive Angela Alsobrooks 
 Prince George’s County Council 
 Prince George’s County Board of Elections 
 Maryland Democratic Party State Party Chair Yvette Lewis 
 


